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Los Angeles, Houston and New Orleans, 
among many others. These entities account 
for a sizable chunk of both U.S. gross domes-
tic product and carbon emissions. They may 
not be able to get the United States all the 
way to our 2025 Paris emissions target, but 
they have the potential to go far. 

Private companies, too, have been instru-
mental in driving the clean-energy revolu-
tion, pursuing the massive economic oppor-
tunities presented by the need to decarbonize 
our energy system. And consumers are in-
creasingly demanding that companies not 
only provide desirable products or services, 
but also stand as good corporate citizens. 

Finally, for citizens, it is time to hold our 
leaders accountable at all levels of govern-
ment. Protecting our nation, our children 
and our American heritage should not be op-
tional for an elected leader. Nor should pre-
serving America’s singular standing in the 
world. 

Thursday was not a good day for climate 
change, and it was not a good day for the 
United States. Nothing we say now can 
change that. But it is a day that needs to be 
remembered as the visible moment the rear- 
guard opposition went too far. It is a day to 
spark action and resolve. It is a day that 
needs to count. 

f 

RUSSIA SANCTIONS LEGISLATION 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
the United States must send an un-
equivocal message to Vladimir Putin: 
we will not tolerate attacks on democ-
racy in the United States or in Europe. 
That is why I have long pressed for 
harsher sanctions on Russia, including 
with Secretary of State Tillerson in his 
June 13 appearance before the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on State 
and Foreign Operations. I am a strong 
supporter of amendment No. 232 to S. 
722 on Russia sanctions. While I missed 
the vote on June 14 due to an unantici-
pated illness, I would have voted yes 
had I been present. I voted yes on the 
passage of S. 722 today. 

The Kremlin’s ambitions are clear. It 
interferes in elections in the United 
States and Europe, in an attempt to 
undermine public faith in the demo-
cratic process. It wants to erode the co-
hesion and strength of our NATO alli-
ance. It bolsters the hand of brutal dic-
tators like Bashar al-Assad. It wages 
wars in Ukraine and Georgia, sup-
porting insurrections against the gov-
ernment. It seeks to reestablish a lead-
ing role on the world’s stage through 
an unraveling of the international 
order. 

Russia’s use of subversion, 
disinformation, and irregular warfare 
are nothing new. However, in this last 
U.S. presidential cycle, Russia 
launched an unprecedented and multi-
faceted campaign to undermine our 
elections—a view corroborated by our 
entire intelligence community. Russia 
paid more than 1,000 people—human 
trolls—to work out of a facility in St. 
Petersburg. These trolls spent their 
waking hours creating anti-Clinton 
fake news reports and disseminating 
these stories in key States and dis-
tricts. Russia also used thousands of 
botnets to echo and amplify these fake 
news stories. Russia also targeted the 

election boards of 39 States in our 
country, successfully infiltrating at 
least four voter registration databases 
and gaining access to hundreds of thou-
sands of voter records. They even at-
tempted to infiltrate the Maryland 
State Elections Board, but were not 
successful. 

In response to these attacks, I filed 
an amendment to S. 722 that would en-
sure the United States develops a stra-
tegic, long-term approach to combat 
Russia’s cyber warfare. My amendment 
requires a unified strategy developed 
with our NATO allies and European 
partners to counter Russia’s cyber at-
tacks, including Russia’s efforts to un-
dermine our democratic elections. It 
would also require the FBI to establish 
a high-level cybersecurity liaison for 
Presidential campaigns and major na-
tional campaign committees, so that 
the United States is prepared for Rus-
sia’s next attempt to interfere with our 
elections. The liaison would share 
cyber threats as they arise and cyber 
security protocols with these organiza-
tions to stave off cyber attacks. Given 
the critical importance of shoring up 
our own cyber defenses, I plan to intro-
duce this amendment as standalone 
legislation at a later point. 

I also filed a second amendment to S. 
722 that prohibits the President from 
returning diplomatic compounds in 
Maryland and New York that the 
United States seized last December, in 
response to Russian interference in our 
elections. It is outrageous that Presi-
dent Trump is considering allowing the 
Russians access to these facilities, 
which they used to spy on the United 
States. I am proud to have worked with 
Senator CARDIN to incorporate this 
provision into the larger Russia sanc-
tions bill. Senator CARDIN and I will 
keep working to hold Russia and the 
Trump administration accountable. 

This legislation demonstrates to our 
allies and partners around the world 
that the United States will not stand 
idly when our democracy is under at-
tack. I commend my colleagues for 
working across the aisle to impose 
tougher sanctions on Russia. Today the 
Senate put patriotism over partisan-
ship. 

f 

PRIDE ACT 
Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about the Police Re-
porting of Information Data and Evi-
dence Act, or PRIDE Act—legislation I 
introduced on Thursday, May 25, 2017. 
This bill would increase accountability 
and transparency for law enforcement 
by requiring States to report to the De-
partment of Justice use of force inci-
dents that occur between police offi-
cers and civilians. I am proud to have 
introduced this important bill and I 
want to thank Senator CHRIS VAN HOL-
LEN for joining the legislation as an 
original cosponsor. I also want to 
thank Representative JOAQUIN CASTRO 
for introducing a House companion of 
the PRIDE Act. 

Across our Nation, law enforcement 
officers put their lives on the line each 
day to protect our communities. These 
individuals have answered the call to 
serve, and we owe these brave men and 
women our deepest respect and grati-
tude. As mayor of Newark, NJ, I saw 
firsthand the dangers police officers 
face each and every day. They must 
make tough, split-second decisions 
that have life and death consequences. 
They truly have one of the toughest 
jobs in America. 

We must provide law enforcement 
with the tools and resources they need 
to do their jobs safely and effectively. 
That is why I have been a strong advo-
cate for robust funding for the Byrne 
Justice Assistance Grant program, Bul-
letproof Vest Partnership program, and 
the Community Oriented Policing 
Services Hiring program. These pro-
grams support law enforcement in 
their mission and help make our com-
munities safe. 

While the vast majority of police of-
ficers serve with integrity and perform 
their duties without incident, we know 
that there are instances when officers 
engage in inappropriate uses of force. 
These cases are not emblematic of law 
enforcement as the whole; however, 
these incidents have eroded trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munities they are sworn to protect. 
This is especially the case today due to 
the number of incidents that are 
caught on video and shared on the 
internet. This phenomena only exacer-
bates the difficult job police officers 
have and fails to lend clarity to the ac-
tual number of cases of excessive use of 
force that occur nationwide. 

We must work to shore up that trust 
deficit and ensure that those who 
break the law and use excessive force 
are held accountable and those who 
rightfully uphold the law are viewed in 
the correct light. We must collect more 
data on use of force incidents between 
law enforcement and civilians. As 
former Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions Director James Comey said in an 
address to Georgetown University, 
‘‘Without complete and accurate data, 
we are left with ‘ideological thunder-
bolts.’ And that helps spark unrest and 
distrust and does not help us get bet-
ter.’’ 

For those reasons, I introduced the 
PRIDE Act. This legislation would re-
quire States to report to the Justice 
Department any incident where use of 
force is used against a civilian or 
against a law enforcement officer. It 
would mandate the collection of cer-
tain information such as national ori-
gin, sex, race, ethnicity, age, physical 
disability, mental disability, English 
language proficiency, housing status, 
and school status of each civilian 
against whom law enforcement used 
force. It would require officers to 
record the date, time, and location of 
the incident and whether the jurisdic-
tion allows for the open-carry or con-
cealed-carry of a firearm. It would re-
quire the officer to detail whether the 
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